
Sunday After Ascension 2 (5/29/22) 

 Who ever said being a Christian would be easy - certainly not Jesus.  Before He gives the 

ultimate example of what can happen when one proclaims the Word boldly and is crucified.  He 

spoke plainly about the costs of discipleship.  In today’s Gospel we hear on of these predictions: 

They will put you out of the synagogues [and] … whosoever killeth you will think that he doth a 

service to God.  Not only is rejection to come from their holding fast to the truths of the faith, but 

those who persecute and kill them will believe that they do so in God’s name.   Notice that he 

does not sanction them being angry at these individuals, any more than he is angry with those 

who kill Him, he points to their ignorance - and that should inspire pity rather than hatred. 

 Even though He could ask us to endure this of us out of the devotion that He is due, Our 

Lord instead pledges support and assistance.  He leaves behind teaching and example, He leaves 

behind the great gift of the Eucharist so that we can continue to commune with Him and receive 

supernatural strength from the sacrament in our trials, and next week, we celebrate the giving of 

the gift of the Holy Spirit that he speaks about today.  Now ascended to the Father He will 

breathe His very Spirit into the Body of the Church to bring it to a life that we continue to share. 

 But sometimes it doesn’t seem like that help is there.  Although our lives are rarely in 

jeopardy for our faith - unlike many of our suffering brothers and sisters in the world - we all too 

well know the feeling of rejection and even some level of persecution for our faith.  In our 

culture the mantra is “tolerance, inclusion, and acceptance.”   Every new fad is to be tolerated, 

everyone is to be included no matter how they have formed their identity, any new and 

controversial idea must be accepted.  But really those who preach this do not follow it.  They are 

intolerant of any group that does not think as they do, they do not include those who they judge 

to be wrong (ask such a tolerant crowd how they feel about giving equal time to the local neo-

natzi group), they will not accept any idea - old or new - that threatens their reconstruction of the 

moral life of the Christian world.   

 There are two groups they are most intolerant of - and for which they excuse themselves 

easily from any obligation to tolerance, inclusion, and acceptance.  The first are groups that 

center themselves on hatred of others.  These groups adopt moral principles accepting the 

constrain of the freedoms of others, adopt the prejudicial labeling and persecution of specific 



groups, and advocate the harming of others that do not share their views.  The other group are 

faithfully religious individuals - especially Catholics.  They are intolerant of this second group 

because they oppose the supposed freedoms that they are claiming outside of God’s law, and they 

point out the hypocrisy of intolerant groups that preach tolerance.  The tolerant, including, and 

accepting crowd freely hates (and sometimes with vicious anger) any group that does not agree 

with them, they (like those they criticize) advocate for the reduction of the freedoms of any 

group that does not share their views, and freely promote the labeling (oh the labeling!) and 

persecution of those considered “unenlightened.”   

 You can see where this is going.  As they gain more political power, officially sanctioned 

persecution of religious individuals follows.  This is the climate into which we move.  But this is 

not new for the Church, and not new for American Catholics.  There were vast persecutions in 

the early centuries of the Church, many monarchs and regimes have opposed the preaching of the 

teaching of Jesus (just look at the saga of the Japanese martyrs), and in past years in the United 

States Catholics have been discriminated against, marginalized, and discriminated against with 

government approval.  Jesus’ message is “I told you so.”  He told us - as He says today - so that 

we would not be despondent when it happens.  He told us so that instead of giving up we would 

turn to Him and seeks the supernatural power of the Eucharist and the Holy Spirit.  This was 

enough to get the Church through persecutions that have leveled many other groups through the 

centuries.  Today is not new - it is part of the process of preaching the Kingdom. 

 St. Peter says in the Epistle: Dearly Beloved, be ye prudent and watch in prayers.  But 

before all things have a constant mutual charity among yourselves.  As these times approach it is 

not the time to open up divisions within the Church itself.  This is Satan’s doing.  We must be 

bound together as one community of Faith despite differences.  For only when so bound can we 

stand tall in the winds that are to come.  Only as one Body of Christ enlivened by one Holy Spirit 

can we remain a powerful beacon of the truth in a world that considered truth to be arbitrary or 

irrelevant.  Such ages have come before, and it was because of the fidelity of those that held to 

the truth and remained united, that the truth came to be more deeply articulated and able to 

support future generations.  This is how we remain as good stewards of the manifold grace of 

God; this is how we follow Jesus to the cross - and the life beyond - and point that way to others.


